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Minister’s Musings
To the members and friends of Williams Bay UCC
The Way
The way to Jerusalem
looks suspiciously like Highway ___,
and the pilgrims
look suspiciously like you and me.
I expect the road to Jerusalem
to be crowded with holy people…
clerics and saints…
people who have kindness wrinkled in their faces
and comfort lingering in their voices,
but this is more like rush hour…
horns blowing, people pushing, voices cursing…
This is not what I envisioned!
O God, I’ve only begun and already
I feel I’ve lost my way.
Surely this is not the road
and surely these
are not the ones
to travel with me.
This Lenten journey calls for
holy retreat,
for reflection
and repentance.
Instead of holiness
the highway is crammed
with the cacophony
of chaos.
Is there no back road
to Jerusalem?
No quiet path
where angels tend
to weary travelers?
No sanctuary
from the noise of the world?
Just this?
Can this hectic highway
be the highway to heaven?
Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem

Can you believe we are deep within another
Lenten Journey? Before we know it, we will
have had a palm parade, a dark walk with
Jesus through the streets of Jerusalem,
shared a last meal with the disciples, waited
in the garden sharing the sadness of the next
day on Calvary and soon very soon we will
be sharing the bright, shining, light, of Easter
morning.
I hope you have had the opportunity to
gather with us for a spiritual growth moment
in your hustle and bustle, whirlwind life.
Through the Cup of Life Spiritual Sunday
morning journey, we have & will peek into our
open, chipped, broken and blessing cup,
symbols of our very personal life journey.
Please join together, with your church family
and bring a friend. Palm/Passion Sunday will
have a deeply spiritual closing, low lighting,
candles; then Taize music will be the backdrop for Maundy Thursday beginning with
Jesus offering the Passover Meal/Lord’s
Supper, followed by our journey with Jesus to
the dark, Garden of Prayer. Friday we will be
at Fontana UCC for the Good Friday worship
and Sunday morning we are hosting our
Lutheran friends for an uplifting Early Easter
Sunrise Service and Easter Breakfast. Then
we will have our traditional Easter worship
as we sing our Hallelujah’s of Christ’s
Resurrection.
Shalom,
Rev. Kathy Rust, “Sheepdog”
Intentional Interim

Lectionary
April 7-Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
John 12:1-8
April 14-Sixth Sunday in Lent/Passion Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Luke 22:14-23,56
April 18-Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4,11-14
Psalm 116:1-2,12-19
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
April 19-Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
John 18:1-19:42
April 21-Easter Day
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
John 20:1-18
April 28-Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
John 20:19-31

We Offer Prayers For:
•
•
•
•
•

Janet W. as she continues to recover from a cerebral aneurysm and subsequent surgery
all who are in nursing care centers and those who are confined to their homes
Jim W. as he continues to face health problems following pneumonia
all who are chronically ill, those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst, those who live in places
of violence and war, places of injustice and discrimination
each other and all others who seek God’s love, healing, grace, forgiveness and renewed life

God in your mercy….Hear our prayers. Amen
Due to privacy laws, last names cannot be printed on the care/prayer lists because the Chronicle may be available on
social media platforms, which can be viewed by anyone on the Internet.

Community Outreach
A Tisket, A Tasket, We’re Filling Easter Baskets!

Easter candy is now in the stores! We encourage you to pick up a few bags and bring them to church so
that we can distribute them to the families served by New Beginnings APFV. The candy will be delivered
on April15. Your donation will help bring a little sense of “normalcy” to the lives of children who have been
victims or have witnessed abuse in their homes. Want to help but don’t like to shop? We can shop for
you! Monetary donations can be given to Ruth Anne Morava.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
5 Katie Coates
7 Christine Watschke
8 Ashley Carlson
8 Jessie Wirth
16 Jo Dewart

APRIL BIRTHDAYS-Con’t
17 Laurie Leitner

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
15 Dorothy and Gordon Burwell

23 Roberta Killian
27 Liz Cox Jr
29 Derek Spolarch
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Our Local Mission-New Beginnings APFV
New Beginnings APFV was founded in 1978 as The Association for the Prevention of Family Violence, or APFV for short.
Just recently APFV’s board voted to update the name to New Beginnings APFV, because their goal is to open a domestic
violence shelter for families in Walworth County in 2020 (and New Beginnings is much easier to remember than APFV).
That shelter will be called New Beginnings, because that is what families in crisis need... a fresh start down the path of
healing and healthy relationships. The shelter will provide three levels of support for those who are in need. The first level,
will help with housing families who are currently in crisis and fleeing their home and the abuser. The second level, will help
them transition from crisis to transitional support. Working with the Housing Authority, transitional support will help provide
a safe place to live until families can begin healing from the trauma and live independently from the abuser. The last and
third stage, will allow all families within Walworth county to access New Beginnings services and for New Beginnings to
provide daily programming to help victims and their families.
New Beginnings APFV provides help to victims of interpersonal violence -- whether they are age 5 or 85. This includes
domestic violence—both victims and witnesses—as well as victims of sexual assault, sexual abuse of children or teens,
stalking, harassment and human trafficking.
Offices are located in Elkhorn and Whitewater, but they serve EVERY community and resident of Walworth County. The
numbers tell an important story: 704 victims of domestic violence were helped by APFV in 2017 alone; 309 for sexual
abuse and assault. That is 1,013 families affected by violence. Not 1,013 people. Whole families! And that’s just the numbers they saw. There are still many people out there who haven’t gotten help yet.
New Beginnings APFV is promoted in many ways: through their website, Facebook, speeches to civic groups, presentations in schools, notices in newspapers... The entire county needs to know that every service offered—from legal advocacy
to support groups to individual counseling—is free and confidential. And every service is offered in English and Spanish.
It is from help from people like you, the Williams Bay UCC, that make it possible for New Beginnings to make a difference
in the lives of those that reach out to them in times of need. Thank you for your continued support!

Lenten Retreat
23 guests representing 5 of the area UCC churches attended the Lenten Retreat
on March 23rd with author and leader, Rev. Holly Whitcomb. Rev. Holly guided
us through the highlights of her latest book, “ The Practice of Finding: How Gratitude Leads the Way to Enough”. Thank you to Rev. Kathy for helping to organize
this wonderful day and to the many members who made food, sold tickets,
helped set-up and clean-up and shared your personal stories of “finding
enough”.
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OGHS-More Than We Can Imagine
Mission Moment
Oebaki (pronounced Oe-ba-key) is a small village in West Timor, Indonesia. It is considered one of the
poorest communities in the country. The prefix “Oe” means water, but the drought has stolen this town’s
identity. Poverty abounds, and families struggle to feed their children.
Imagine having a garden, but not being able to feed your family, or digging into the sand of a dry river
bed in search of drinking water.
Imagine your child has been diagnosed with stunted growth, a preventable early childhood condition with
lifelong consequences.
Now imagine the world the way God intends.
God imagines a world where all are fed, everyone has access to clean water, and all children grow up
healthy. The author of Ephesians writes, “Now to God be the glory, who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine...” (Ephesians 3:20).
Your gifts to One Great Hour of sharing help make this world look more like the world God imagines. In
Oebaki, your gifts help support well-trained savings and loan groups that allow families to buy resilient
vegetable seeds for farming, yarn for weaving stunningly beautiful traditional fabric, and egg-laying chickens for a sustainable source of protein essential to prevent child stunting. These enterprises produce
excess goods that families sell to generate income.
Today in Oebaki, those who once struggled during the dry season and drought can now maintain a diversified diet by eating stored root vegetables from the last harvest, supplemented with greens purchased at
the market.
Nelci Tlonaen works hard in Oebaki with her husband and three
children—two in elementary school and one entering high
school. Despite the current drought, she feels confident that her
family will persevere. “Even now, I can afford clothes and food for
my children. I don’t have any difficulty paying for their school.”
That’s what happens when we imagine the world as God intends.
Through your gifts, a new reality exists for families in Oebaki and
around the world. Please give generously!

Sip & Chat

Offering will be taken on Sunday, April 7

Sip & Chat with Rev. Kathy
Time to share: length of time living in area, time in attendance at Wm Bay UCC, Vision you have for the
church & how you would like to be a part of making that vision happen. And much MORE??
Thursdays: April 4, 11 and 25– 11:00 am-1:00 pm
The Green Grocer 24 W. Geneva St. Williams Bay
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Moderating Words
For me, the symbolism and discipline of Lent provide a platform for deepening, enlivening and renewing
my spiritual self. Rev. Kathy’s Lenten sermon series offers an exploration into how we grow spiritually
through the symbolism of a Cup. In the first week, The Cup represented our life, holding all our energy
and God’s presence. The second week examined our ability to receive and hear God in our daily life
based on whether we perceive our spiritual cup to be cluttered, full or empty. I am intrigued to think
where the next sermons will take us. I encourage you to engage in this series to lead us to Easter.
So, I hope to see you in church!
Also, I hope to see you as participants in the book study, “Part Time Pastor, Full Time Church” which is
now scheduled for after church on May 5th, May 19th, June 2nd and June 9th. The Church Council
approved the purchase of 10 copies of this book, so that if you need a copy, let us know and we can get
one to you after April 8th when they are expected to arrive. Because this book study will lead us to
discussions about how we may want to approach our future, your participation and ideas are essential.
Really, I HOPE to see you there!
Oh yes, hope, for me, is an act of conviction.
Margaret

Web Site Up and Running!
Kudos and many thanks to Suzi Seibers-Arnold for all of her work getting the Williams Bay UCC website
and Facebook page up and running. If you haven't seen them yet, please go to www.uccwb.org and
“Like” us on Facebook to get all the latest news and activities of our church. Bravo!

Lenten and Holy Week Worship
Sun. 4/7
Wednesdays
Wed. 3/27
Wed. 4/3
Wed. 4/10
Thur. 4/18
Fri. 4/19
Sun. 4/14
Sun. 4/21

Lenten Journey “The Cup of Life” Meditation
Area UCC Lenten Worship 6PM Soup, 7PM Service
Walworth UCC
Williams Bay UCC
Lake Geneva UCC
Maundy Thursday Worship WB No Soup (WORSHIP 6:00 PM)
Good Friday No Soup Worship 7:00 PM – Fontana UCC
Palm/Passion Sunday – Parade to Darkness
Early Easter Worship (Ecumenical)
WB Hosts Easter Breakfast
9:30 AM EASTER WORSHIP

*Lenten Worship will be in the Meditative Taize style.

Page 5

General Synod 2019
Every two years, General Synod brings together thousands of
faithful members of the United Church of Christ for formal church witness,
inspirational worship, and fellowship with friends (new and old).
You are invited to the United Church of Christ’s General Synod 2019!
The Moderator, Mr. Norman Williams, the Assistant Moderator, the Rev. Penny Lowes, the United Church of
Christ Board of Directors, the Collegium of Officers and the members of the Wisconsin Conference of the United
Church of Christ invites you to attend General Synod 2019 that will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 2125, 2019!
The theme for the General Synod 2019 is based on the scripture Matthew 5:16
In the same way let your light shine before others . . .
“When we light just one candle in the darkness, it illuminates dimly, but when many candles are lit, and all let
their lights shine, together we can bring brightness to the world.” ― Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin Conference
Minister.
Always an extraordinary event in the life of the Church, delegates and visitors will experience dynamic workshops, generative plenary sessions, inspirational worship, engaging youth activities, special banquets, and luncheons. Delegates will conduct the business of the denomination and set priorities for our ministries. Keynote
speakers will offer illumination and insight into challenges that face our congregations and communities. And
delegates and visitors alike will stand up for issues that demand a faithful witness, worship together, and participate in local community service projects.
The Local Arrangements Committee (LAC), under the leadership of Debbie and Tom Payden, Bonnie Andrews
and Tim Perkins has been hard at work preparing to welcome you to Milwaukee. This committee is the local
hands-on connection for General Synod 2019, representing 219
local churches and nearly 42,000 members! The function of the
LAC is to provide overall support to General Synod 2019, ensure
that you are warmly welcomed and that you fully experience this
great celebration of our wider church family.
Without the efforts of all the volunteers of the Wisconsin Conference, the administration of General Synod 2019 would be severely impacted! At General Synod 2019, we will “Shine!” as we
celebrate, debate, worship and witness. Join us!
Delegates for General Synod have been selected by a Conference, Underrepresented Group or UCC Board of
Directors, but you can register as a visitor or host conference volunteer. Registration is on-line and is open
now through June 9 (temporarily closed the week of May 13-20). Visitor registration fees vary, depending on
how many days you would like to attend. Discounts given for those who volunteer. Sunday’s community worship
is free. For more information and to register- visit the UCC website: www.ucc.org
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General Synod 2019-Agenda
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Address Correction Requested

46 Stam Street
Williams Bay, WI 53191
www.uccwb.org 262-245-5426

Submissions to
The Chronicle
are due the 23rd of
each month to
rmorava@charter.net

April Calendar
April 3
April 4
April 7
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 14
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 25
April 28

Soup Supper
6:00 pm
Worship
7:00 pm
Sip & Chat
11 am-1 pm
Choir rehearsal
5:30 pm
Worship
9:30 am
Finance/Stewardship Mtg
Spiritual Life Mtg
Soup Supper
6:00 pm
Worship
7:00 pm
Sip & Chat
11 am-1 pm
Choir rehearsal
5:30 pm
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm
Palm/Passion Sunday 9:30 am
Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm
Good Friday
7:00 pm
Easter Sunday
7:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
Sip & Chat
11 am-1 pm
Worship
9:30 am

Williams Bay UCC
Williams Bay UCC
The Green Grocer

First Cong. –Lake Geneva
First Cong.---Lake Geneva
The Green Grocer
Williams Bay UCC
Williams Bay UCC
Fontana Community Church
Sunrise Worship-Wms Bay UCC
Easter Breakfast-Wms Bay UCC
Easter Worship-Wms Bay UCC
The Green Grocer

Interim Minister:
Rev. Kathryn Rust
Moderator: Margaret Gregg
Assistant Moderator: open
Treasurer: Doreen Collins
Clerk: Kathy Walsh
Financial Secretary:
Jim Killian
Music Director:
Sara Johnson
Committee Contacts:
Spiritual Life:
Gail Johnson
Finance: Alice Morava
Building & Grounds:
Bruce Johnson
Memorials: Marilyn Slocum
Outreach: Ruth Anne Morava
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