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Minister’s Musings
“Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my God.”
Psalm 42: 1
Mark your calendar: Wednesday, October 23, 6 PM at Williams Bay UCC with our Ecumenical brothers and
sisters from Chapel on the Hill and Williams Bay Lutheran.
“On a hill in southern France, you’ll find a community of brothers that has opened its door to the world as an act
of hospitality. People from around the world flock to Taizé to be near the brothers, to pray, to be silent, to be
simple, to be faithful. Taizé is more like a melodic, holy rhythm than the frenzied pace of everyday life. The
community gathers to listen to God, to let the scripture speak for itself in the silence. By singing simple songs
of prayer over and over again, the mind calms and the soul opens up: God speaks, and the heart hears.”
-- Worship Feast, 2004
Please join together with friends and family for our first in a series of Taizé Worship which will be offered by
Chapel on the Hill, Williams Bay Lutheran and Williams Bay UCC on a quarterly basis.
As we enter the next few months at church -- life will be busy and the leadership wants ALL to join in the many
activities which will be announced as the weeks progress. You may truly welcome the peace of Taizé Worship
in the life of Williams Bay UCC.
I strongly encourage you to participate in the gatherings which the Search
Committee is planning. This is the time for all of us to share our hopes and
dreams, our wants and desires and then LISTEN TO GOD speaking through
the chatter. Who is God calling Williams Bay Congregational UCC to be in
the years to come?
The Finance Committee is sharpening the pencil and working on the Annual
Budget. You will be invited to participate in the Budget Meeting held immediately after the worship on Sunday, October 20. Come, learn, see what we
look like “on paper.”
In conjunction with the Faith Formation and its leader, Roberta, I am offering
a 5 Session DVD study entitled: “Embracing an Adult Faith.” We will explore
under the guidance of Rev. Marcus Borg “What it Means to Be Christian.”
Watch for dates to be announced on Sunday’s (October & November) after
church from 11 AM – 12:30 PM. Thoughts expressed will be vital for the
Search Committee to complete the Church Profile AND will help you examine your place in your personal Spiritual Journey.
“Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers” – Romans 12: 11 - 13
Shalom, Your Interim Sheepdog! Rev Kathy
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Lectionary
October 6
17th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
Lamentations 1:1-6
Psalm 137
Luke 17:5-10
October 13
Jeremiah 29:1,4-7

18th Sunday after Pentecost
Harvest Sunday
Psalm 66:1-12
Luke 17:11-19

October 20
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104 Luke 18:1-8
October 27
Joel 2:23-32

20th Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
Psalm 65
Luke 18:9-14

Birthdays & Anniversaries
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
3
7
9
11

Janet Watschke
Alice Morava
Marge Lothian
Sam Fredrickson

24
25
27
29

Rita Stofflet
Josh Halstead
Rebecca Robison
Linda Hauch Petracca

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
6 Linda & Ron Schreiner
6 Sharon & Dave Ripple

Williams Bay Centennial Celebration
Enjoy a docent led tour of the Congress Club in Williams Bay on Saturday, October 12th. Travel back
in time through the 20th century hearing the stories from those who lived along the shores of the Bay.
Stories about the moguls, the mobsters and many more told by actors in period attire.
Make reservations to attend this very special tour presentation from the historic private Congress Club.
Enjoy a walking tour, refreshments in the clubhouse and readings from The Bay Leaves-a Williams Bay
newsletter from the 30’s. Tickets are free but limited. Reservations required by calling Kristin at 262-2156875. Tour times: 4 pm, 4:30 pm, 5 pm, 5:30 pm and 6 pm. Parking limited-only one car per party.
During the entire month, the Williams Bay Historical Society will sponsor a temporary display at the
Barrett Memorial Library covering the past 100 years of village history. The main centennial celebration
will take place on Saturday, October 19th in Edgewater Park and other locations throughout the village,
and will feature a collaborative, community-wide roster of events which include: music by the Country
Gentlemen and the Williams Bay Community Choir, Lions Club Brat & Beer Fest, Lioness Sweets Table,
Children’s Bike Parade, Calvary Church Harvest Fest, Blood Pressure Screenings, $1 Gage Boat Tours,
Vintage Car Show, Booths selling Williams Bay memorabilia and more! This includes the Williams Bay
UCC selling Centennial Afghans. See Ruth Anne to sign up for set-up, selling the afghans and clean-up.

German Brass Band
A German Brass Band-Lausitz Brass-will perform in a casual fundraiser for the musicians at the Elkhorn
UCC on Thursday, October 17th. A pot luck supper will begin at 6:00 pm followed by the performance.
All are welcome!
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We Offer Prayers For:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the sick and ailing members of our community and church family
those who grieve-especially the families of Patti S. and Karen H.
Jim W., Janet W., Pam’s brother, the family of Jim and Roberta K. in
Venezuela
those who are confined to their beds, homes and care facilities
our country and the world, the leaders-domestic and foreign
those who face daily hunger, depression, harassment or bullying,
illness, sorrow and addiction
joy and abundance-thankfulness for a full heart

Below is an excerpt from The Gospel Coalition. Christina Fox reflects on her experience serving on a
Pastoral Search Committee. Ms Fox offers the following on What to Pray for Your Search Committee:
1. Unity
Pray for the unity of your committee. There are many potential areas for disagreement, both small and
big. Members will have to figure out which qualifications are negotiable and which aren’t, and what
makes for a good sermon. Some will like things about a pastoral candidate that others don’t like at all.
Some are willing to overlook things about a candidate that others aren’t. Unity is essential for the committee. If they aren’t united, they’ll struggle to settle on a pastor to call. And their disunity will spread to the
rest of the church, likely creating wider discord.
2. Spiritual Strength
Spiritual attacks can easily overwhelm a pastoral search. Before I started on the committee, previous
members were adamant they didn’t want to serve on the committee. I assumed it was because of the
time commitment. But I soon realized it had more to do with the spiritual attacks.
Pray for your committee to stand strong. Pray for them to seek Christ in the midst of the many distractions, challenges, and hardships they may face in their personal lives. Pray also for their families.
3. Wisdom
Pray for your committee to filter through the many resumes to find the pastor who best fits your church’s
needs. Pray they’d set aside distractions and secondary issues and focus on what’s important. Pray
they’d be able to quickly identify pastors who wouldn’t be a good fit for your church. Pray for the many
decisions they must make.
4. Endurance
The search-committee process is a long process. It takes most churches at least a year to find a new
pastor, some even longer. People will regularly ask, “Why haven’t you found someone yet?” The committee will ask themselves the same question. They’ll grow weary from the work and discouraged when the
applicants don’t fit their standards. Pray for your committee members to have endurance to find the pastor you need.
It’s a great privilege to serve on a pastoral search committee. But it’s also hard work. It’s work that keeps
committee members from their families. It’s work that often breeds disagreement and even discord
among the members.
So pray for your church’s search committee, making supplication to the Father on their behalf. They need
your prayers more than you know.
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Memorial Committee
The Memorial Committee met on September 3rd to discuss
two items: Purchase of a hand cart (Marilyn reported that
she always left her personal cart downstairs to help with our
yearly fundraisers and office supply shopping. However in
the enthusiasm of the Rummage Sale, her handcart was
erroneously mistaken as an item to be sold, so out the door
it went, sold for profit!) Well, the committee voted to purchase a new one at a modest cost, particularly since the
Fall Nut and Candy Sale Fundraiser is coming up soon and the cart will be needed to transport your
orders from the warehouse to the church and other places!
The second item addressed was the care of the Memorial Gardens. This matter was brought to the
council who had suggested that it be discussed and coordinated with the Building and Grounds
Committee, which it was and resolved. It will now go back to Council for final approval.
Respectfully submitted, Roberta Killian, Chair

Faith Formation
As Chair of this committee, it is my pleasure to report that our next meeting will be a video presentation
by Marcus Borg, a brilliant and engaging theologist, philosopher, prolific author and teacher. The date
TBD, the time will be following coffee hour but hopefully not during any major sporting event. You may
want to set your DVR or other devices so you don’t miss either of these events. Invite your friends and
reach out to other guests who may be interested. More details to follow.
Respectfully submitted, Roberta Killian, Chair

Building and Grounds
The B & G committee has had a busy summer. They have procured a new water cooler for the Century
Room, replaced the fire exit lights, scheduled a mold mitigation service for the lower level and scheduled
carpet cleaning. The trees and shrubs are also scheduled to be pruned when the cold weather arrives.

Spiritual Life Committee
The Spiritual Life Committee has purchased multiple new linens of many colors, to be used on the altar
and on the Century room tables for coffee hour. These linens will be used to coordinate with the specified colors of the church seasons. Watch the altar for our nice “updates”. Many thanks to Mary for her
sewing skill in making some necessary alterations to the linens.

Finance/Stewardship
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our Annual Budget Meeting immediately following worship
service on Sunday, October 20, 2019. The proposed 2020 church budget will be presented for approval
by the congregation. The Finance/Stewardship Committee will meet on October 8, 2019 to review the
final draft 2020 budget before sending it to the Church Council for their approval on October 10, 2019.
Copies of the recommended 2020 budget will be available at the church on Sunday, October 13, 2019.
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Search Committee
As members of the Search Committee, we want to express our gratitude for the trust you have
placed in us.
We have been meeting on a regular basis and have begun the process of gathering and compiling information for the “Local Church Profile.” The Profile reflects valuable data, assesses ministry, clarifies change, and helps advance the calling of the congregation.
Your 6-member Search Committee is just a snap-shot of the congregation. We represent a variety of backgrounds, vocations and interests. As we delve deep into the Profile, we will explore with you
three major sections of the “Discovery Document” that will help us to discern: WHO WE ARE, WHO IS
OUR NEIGHBOR and WHO IS GOD CALLING US TO BECOME?
Your input is vital in this journey of discovery and calling. We are searching for a spiritual leader
for our entire congregation, not just for the members of the committee. Many of the questions we must
respond to can only be gleaned from your thoughts and visions.
A series of Congregational Input Sessions will be organized to be held after worship on several
Sundays this fall and winter. These gatherings are the most important portion of the Search and Call
Process as we seek to gather your perspectives and recommend to you the candidate that will best meet
the wishes and needs of the entire congregation.
The first of these sessions will be following coffee hour on
September 29th and October 6th. We invite you to grab some
goodies after worship and join in on the conversations that will help
guide us in this discovery process and enable us to present to our
congregation a potential candidate who will guide us as we minister
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Your Committee: Ruth Anne Morava, Gail Johnson, Suzi Arnold, Albert Burnell, Sara Johnson, Kathy
Walsh (alternate) & Margaret Gregg (ex-officio)

Community Outreach
Your continued support and commitment to New Beginnings APFV is
truly appreciated! In November we will begin to collect food items for
Thanksgiving Baskets. In the mean time, there are two fundraisers
that you may wish to consider supporting.
•
•

Dinner, raffle and silent auction on Thursday, October 24 at Simple Café in Lake Geneva. Seatings
at 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 pm with 3 menu choices. Tickets are only $10 each. Carry-Out is available!
Custom Playhouse Raffle. A 7 x 10 foot playhouse built by the 6th grade Elkhorn Middle School
Project Lead the Way Students and Wausau homes of Elkhorn. A $6,000 value! Only 500 tickets will
be sold and can be purchased for $25 each or 5 for $100. Drawing will be on October 19th at the Elkhorn Oktoberfest event. Your grandkids will love it!
Please contact Ruth Anne for tickets to the dinner or the raffle @ rmorava@charter.net
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Moderating Words
You know when I think of moderating words, I am taken to a place where life is calm and serene. Everything is in order and the path is clear. Well in my life right now I can attest that this is not exactly the
case. Know that I remain steadfast and full of faith. I can tell you that with your help and through the
work of Rev. Kathy, the Church Council, the Search Committee and the Holy Spirit, we are defining the
path for the future of this church.
When you see a notice from the Search Committee about sessions scheduled to solicit your input for
parts of the church profile, put it on your calendar and commit to show up! When you learn about a special worship service like the Taize Service this October, put it on your calendar and commit to show up!
When the spirit moves you and you have ideas you need to share, make a phone call or come to church
and commit to share it!
This newsletter is full of notices and information. Put these items on your calendar and commit to show
up! We will be grateful that you have given us the gift of your thoughts and ideas. We cannot know what
you are thinking and you cannot fully know what we are thinking unless you put events on your calendar
and commit to show up!
Blessings, show up!
Margaret

Taizé Worship Service
The Taizé community is an ecumenical monastic order with a strong devotion to peace and justice
through prayer and meditation. The 100-strong community of Roman Catholic and Protestant monks is
drawn from 30 countries across the world.
It was founded in 1940 by Roger Louis Schutz-Marsauche (known as ‘Brother Roger’). The 90-year old
monk died in 2005 after being stabbed during a prayer service.
Today Taizé is one of the world’s most important sites of Christian pilgrimage. Each year tens of thousands of young pilgrims flock to the small village of Taizé in central France to share in the community’s
way of life.
Prayer and silence are at the heart of the Taizé experience. Young people from every corner of the
globe are encouraged to live out the Christian gospel in a spirit of joy, simplicity and reconciliation.
Ecumenism (a movement promoting Christian unity among churches) is the key to Taizé’s appeal,
making it a magnet for people of many different cultures and traditions.
Taizé has spawned a unique style of worship that has become popular in churches, retreat centers and
seminaries throughout the world. The singing of distinctive and much-repeated prayer chants during
candlelit prayer services is one of its trademarks. Taizé music highlights simple phrases, usually lines
from the Psalms or other pieces of scripture, repeated or sung in canon. The repetition is designed to
help meditation and prayer.
(taken from https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/priests/taize_1.shtml )
The Williams Bay Lutheran Church and The Chapel on the Hill along with the Williams Bay UCC are
designing a series of evening Taizé Worship services. The goal is to offer 4 services: Summer, Fall,
Winter & Spring. The pastors are developing dates, places and times. The first Taizé worship is
Wednesday, October 23rd at 6 pm in our sanctuary. A combined choir will also sing. Please join us!
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Sing to the Lord a New Song!
Love to Sing? We want YOU!!
The Williams Bay UCC Choir is a music ensemble of mixed voices
who love to sing! Do you love to sing? Did you sing in the past and
are interested in singing again? Come check us out!
Rehearsals Wednesday evenings at 5:30. Singers of all abilities and
backgrounds welcome! See Sara Johnson for more details.

Sip & Chat
Sip & Chat with Rev. Kathy
Join Rev. Kathy at The Green Grocer on Thursdays for coffee and conversation.
Thursdays October 3,10,17,24 and 31 – 11:00 am-1:00 pm
The Green Grocer 24 W. Geneva St. Williams Bay

CROP Walk
The 34th Annual Geneva Lakes Area CROP Hunger Walk will take place on
Sunday, October 13, 2019. The walk is through the Kishwauketoe Nature
Conservancy, the distances being anywhere between a short stroller walk
to 6 miles. The walk begins at 1:00 pm with registration beginning at 12:30
at the Lions Fieldhouse in Williams Bay.
The CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walk is a hunger fighting initiative of Church World Service. Of the monies raised from
the walk, 75% are used for world-wide hunger relief and 25% stay in Walworth County and are split evenly between various local food pantries.
Members are encouraged to participate by either walking or sponsoring our church walkers. Please see
Pam Westberg for more information.

Neighbors in Need
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering
is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need
grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from
direct service to community organizing and advocacy to
address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration
will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant
neighbors and communities. This year, the NIN Special
Mission Offering will be collected on October 6. Thank you
for your support.
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Address Correction Requested

46 Stam Street
Williams Bay, WI 53191
www.uccwb.org 262-245-5426

Submissions to
The Chronicle
are due the 23rd of
each month to
rmorava@charter.net

October Calendar
October 2
October 3
October 6
October 9
October 10
October 13
October 16
October 17
October 20
October 23
October 24
October 24
October 27
October 30
October 31

5:30 pm
11:00 am-1:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
5:30 pm
11:00 am-1:00 pm
4:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
11:00 am-1:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
6:00 pm
11:00 am-1:00 pm
5:00, 6:00, 7:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
5:30 pm
11:00 am-1:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Congregational Input Meeting
Choir Rehearsal
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Church Council Meeting
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
CROP Walk-Lion’s Fieldhouse
Choir Rehearsal
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
German Brass Band and pot luck-Elkhorn UCC
Worship
Annual Budget Meeting
Coffee Fellowship
Taizé Worship
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Simple Café fundraiser for New Beginnings
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Choir Rehearsal
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer

Interim Minister:
Rev. Kathryn Rust
Moderator: Margaret Gregg
Assistant Moderator: open
Treasurer: Doreen Collins
Clerk: Kathy Walsh
Financial Secretary:
Jim Killian
Music Director:
Sara Johnson
Committee Contacts:
Spiritual Life:
Gail Johnson
Finance: Alice Morava
Building & Grounds:
Bruce Johnson
Memorials: Roberta Killian
Outreach: Ruth Anne Morava
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