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Minister’s Musings
I’m Your New Interim
Hello. I’m Kendell Nordstrom your new Interim Minister. This is not
my first rodeo, as the saying goes, having done interims in Middleton, Wisconsin Rapids, Sauk City, Brodhead and most recently,
Monticello. Before Monticello, I was the Senior Settled Minister at
First Congregational Church in Beloit, WI. I retired from there, but
failed retirement when I was asked to go to Monticello. I am
happy to say I have again “failed” at retirement and now find myself as your interim. I sincerely look forward to my time with you.
My plan, with the approval of the Church Council, is to be in Williams Bay on Thursdays where I will continue the happy practice
of being at the Green Grocer from 11 AM to 1 PM. In addition to
leading worship on Sundays and other special occasions, I will
attend as many committee meetings as able or needed. One day a week will be spent at my home in
Beloit doing worship preparation.
My wife and I have lived in Beloit over 20 years. She is a retired professional educator. She, too, failed at retirement and is currently adjunct faculty at Blackhawk Technical College, supervising student
teachers in their early childhood program. We share our home with
Freckles, an exceedingly fluffy Cardigan Welsh Corgi. We enjoy
watching too much Netflix and Prime TV, travel, our four children, 6
grandchildren and reading (mysteries for Kay and SF for me). The
days are full.
In worship, fellowship and friendship “may we continue to grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.” (2 Peter
3:18)
See you in church.
Kendell
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Lectionary
January 5, 2020
Jeremiah 31:7-14

Second Sunday after Christmas Day
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:1-9, 10-18

January 6, 2020
Isaiah 60:1-6

Epiphany of the Lord
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

January 12, 2020
Isaiah 42:1-9

Baptism of the Lord
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43

Matthew 3:13-17

January 19, 2020
Isaiah 49:1-7

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42

January 26, 2020
Isaiah 9:1-4

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23

Birthdays & Anniversaries
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
3
5
6
9
15

Cindy Stuhley
Gail Johnson
Connie Reader
Becky Lemke
Cindy Rademaker

18
20
21
22

Ian Spolarich
Keith Leitner
Bonnie Kitzman, Bruce Johnson
David Oldeschulte, James Oldeschulte,
Wilda DeFur

We Offer Prayers For:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the sick and ailing members of our community and church family
those who grieve
The family of Jim W. who mourn his death and celebrate his life
those who are confined to their beds, homes and care facilities
our country and the world, the leaders-domestic and foreign
the men and women in our military
the continent of Australia, it’s residents and wildlife
those who face daily hunger, depression, harassment or bullying, illness, sorrow and addiction
GOD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS

Annual Meeting
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting
of the Williams Bay United Church of Christ will be held on Sunday,
January 19th following the morning worship service. Copies of the
committee reports will be available. If you would like one mailed or
emailed to you, please contact the administrative assistant, Kathy
O’Brien at uccwboffice@gmail.com or 262-245-5426.
Page 2

Moderator’s Moment
The holidays are behind us and the new year has arrived! Having offered a heartfelt aloha of farewell to
Rev. Kathy Rust during worship on December 22nd we are ushering in 2020 with a hearty aloha in welcome for Rev. Kendell Nordstrom as our new interim minister. Please join us for worship with him soon..
Following worship on January 5th a pot luck coffee hour was dedicated to using up your leftover Christmas goodies along with time to extend our greeting to Pastor Kendell.
The Annual Meeting of the congregation is scheduled for January 19thwith committee reports due to
Kathy O (uccwboffice@gmail.com) early next week. One of the reports due before the Annual Meeting is
the Nominating report. The Nominating Committee is working and it is my hope that you will be moved to
serve when the call comes for you to serve.
The church leadership and the search committee, are continuing to work with Rev. Jane Anderson, and
Rev. Lorraine Ceniceros to explore the possibility of sharing a minister with another church.
We are in the season of Epiphany, out of the joy of Christmas. Will you join us in this Season looking for
an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure?
Blessings in discover,
Margaret

Community Outreach
Left:
Colton and Dave
Ripple were 2 of the
Salvation Army
Kettle Campaign
Bell ringers. Thank
you to all who
helped ring in the
holiday with your
time and outreach!
Right:
Laura Coates sorts
the gifts donated to
New BeginningsAPFV. 9 families
received gifts from
the Williams Bay
UCC! Thank you to
all who donated!
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Committee Reports
Ruth Anne will be working with Kathy (the administrative assistant) in the next
month to coordinate the next edition of The Chronicle. Reports are due to Kathy
at uccwboffice@gmail.com by the 23rd of January.

Finance/Stewardship
A very special THANK YOU is extended to all members and friends who completed and submitted a
Faith Promise for 2020. If you haven’t yet completed and submitted yours, please send either your completed form or a simple note indicating the annual amount you plan to offer to our beloved church. Please
note on the envelope “Attention, Financial Secretary.”
Thank you!
Jim Killian
Financial Secretary

Spiritual Life
The Spiritual Life committee was very busy during December, preparing the church for the Advent season. We greatly appreciated all the helping hands as we decorated the Sanctuary, the Century room,
and especially our beautiful Christmas tree! Adding to the festive look, on Sunday the 22nd, we had the
additional view of the Giving Tree surrounded by so many beautifully wrapped presents waiting to be delivered to New Beginnings. We are so happy to be part of our caring community!
As we turn the page on the calendar to January, we are already beginning to think and plan for the
church seasons ahead. As we do, we are hopeful that we can look forward to welcoming new members
to our committee. There are plenty of tasks to share: Person of the Day responsibilities; preparing the
bread and serving Communion; filling altar candles’ oil; decorating with altar linens; decorating the Century Room; preparing and serving coffee during Coffee Hour and assisting those signed up for Coffee
Hour. These tasks are just the routine ones; in addition, we assume tasks specific to the seasons of the
church.
Spiritual Life is a busy, involved, and FUN group at Williams Bay UCC!

Buildings and Grounds
On the 18th it was reported to this committee that the temperature in the sanctuary of the church was 41
degrees Fahrenheit. We dispatched our crack team to investigate. On our arrival, the temperature registered 35 degrees. In the church office, we found Kathy exhibiting symptoms consistent with the early
stages of hypothermia, i.e. confusion, disorientation, slurred speech. (Or, she was drunk.) After thoroughly assessing the situation, systematically ruling out all possible causes for the anomalous temperatures, we determined that the boiler was broken.
Southern Lakes was contacted. They discovered that the cause was two malfunctioning thermocouples.
That was the technical explanation. For we lay people, it simply meant that in a natural thermodynamic
process, the sum of the entropies of the interacting thermodynamic systems increases.
All better now!
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Search and Call Committee
Your Search and Call Committee continues to work on the Local Church
Profile. The good news is, we feel like we are getting very close to being
finished with it! The next step is to submit it to the Southeast Association
Minister. A copy of the completed profile will be available for you to read
as soon as it is approved. The committee is also working with Margaret
and the Association Ministers exploring the possibility of a shared ministry
with another church. Stay tuned!

Be Kindness
(Just a little something I saw on Facebook that I thought you might enjoy-Ruth Anne)
As the world fights to figure everything out, I’ll be holding doors for strangers, letting people cut in front
of me in traffic, saying good morning, keeping babies entertained in grocery lines, stopping to talk to
someone who is lonely, tipping generously, waving at police, sharing food, giving children a thumbs-up,
being patient with sales clerks, smiling at passersby, and buying a stranger a cup of coffee.
Why? Because I will not stand idly by and live in a world where love is invisible.
Join me in showing kindness, understanding and judging less.
Be kind to a stranger, give grace to friends who are having a bad day, be forgiving with yourself-today
and every day.
If you can’t find kindness...be kindness.

Winter Weather
We remind everyone this winter as you make the decision to attend worship, to do so with regard to the
weather conditions. Yes, we want you to be in worship and miss you when you are not here, however
we don’t want you to fall on the ice or be stranded in the cold or snow. Worse yet, that you should make
it to church and service has been canceled!
On that very rare occasion when we feel it is best to cancel worship, please check on WTMJ TV for notice of closure. You may also call the church office to listen to the answering message which will tell you
if the worship is cancelled. 245-5426.

Sip & Chat
Sip & Chat with Rev. Kendell
The tradition continues! Join Rev. Kendell at The Green Grocer on Thursdays for coffee,
fellowship and outreach. Stop by for lunch, a cup of something warm or just conversation!
Thursdays -January 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th.
The Green Grocer 24 W. Geneva St. Williams Bay
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Address Correction Requested

46 Stam Street
Williams Bay, WI 53191
www.uccwb.org 262-245-5426

January Calendar
January 5

9:30 am
10:30 am

January 9
January 9
January 12

11:00 am-1:00 pm
5:15 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am-1:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45am
11:00 am-1:00 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am-1:00 pm

January 16
January 19

January 23
January 26
January 30

Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Taking down the Christmas decorations
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Church Council Meeting
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Worship
Annual Meeting
Coffee Fellowship
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Sip & Chat-The Green Grocer

Interim Minister:
Rev. Kendell Nordstrom
Moderator: Margaret Gregg
Assistant Moderator: open
Treasurer: Doreen Collins
Clerk: Kathy Walsh
Financial Secretary:
Jim Killian
Music Director:
Sara Johnson
Committee Contacts:
Spiritual Life:
Gail Johnson
Finance: Alice Morava
Building & Grounds:
Bruce Johnson
Memorials: Roberta Killian
Outreach: Ruth Anne Morava
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